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and in their conscious realization, may be known the true
occultist. The Solar Logos sounded forth a Word, the form
of our solar system came into being, its color being blue
and its note a particular cosmic musical tone. Its degree of
activity is of a specific mathematical notation beyond the
grasp of the human mind at this stage of development; and
the nature of its great ensouling Life, that of the triple
Logos, is active, intelligent Love.
9: The Great Word of our solar system keys in, if it
might be so expressed, with other Words, and is but one
Word of the sevenfold Word, known to that great Existence
Who stands in the same relation to the Solar Logos as the
latter does to the Planetary Logos. The sacred Words of
seven solar systems (of which ours is but one) make up this
septenary sound, which vibrates at this time in the cosmic
spheres.
In these nine statements are very cursorily summed up
the major truths anent the creative processes in the solar
system. In them lies hidden the secret of the triple magic,
and in their comprehension will come to the man who has
spiritual intuition, purity of life and motive, altruistic
intention, and a stern self-control and courage, the power
to further the purposes of the Ego, who is a conscious collaborator in the work of evolution, and a sharer in part of
the plans of the Planetary Logos of our scheme. They are
given in this brief form both to protect the concealed truths
and yet to reveal them to those who are ready.
These seven Words of the solar system, which form the
logoic Word which we only know in its triple form as
AUM, are revealed at the seven initiations.

ing. Vortices of force on the cosmic etheric plane form
the etheric framework of seven solar systems in the same
way that the bodies of the seven Heavenly Men are the
etheric centers for a solar Logos, and as the seven centers in man (existing in etheric matter), are the animating electrical impulse of his life.
To express the origin of manas apart from manifestation through a congery of systems, a solar system, or a
man is for us impossible. Only as one grasps the fact
that each planetary scheme, for instance, serves as the
body of a Heavenly Man Who is the directing Mind in
that scheme, and the animating principle of manas or the
active discriminating faculty which every atom in that
scheme evinces; only when it is realized that a solar
Logos is similarly the manasic principle of those large
atoms we call schemes in their totality; only when it is
apprehended that a cosmic Logos is again the instigating
mind of the still vaster atoms we call systems; only when
it is admitted that man is the animating discriminative
faculty of the tiny spheres which form his body of manifestation; and finally, only when all this is meditated
upon, and its truth accepted, will this question of the origin of manas assume a less abstruse character, and the
difficulty of its comprehension be less appalling.
Man, the Thinker, the Knower, the manasic principle
in the center of the many spheres which form his bodies,
manipulates electrical force in three departments (the
physical, astral and mental bodies) through seven centers which are the focal points of force, and of its intelligent dispersal throughout his little system to the myriads
of lesser atoms, which are the cells in these spheres.
A Heavenly Man equally, and in a wider sense, the
Thinker and Knower, the manasic or mind principle plus
the buddhic or Christ principle, manipulates electrical
force through three principal vehicles or globes in atmic,
buddhic, and manasic matter, dispersing it from thence

At the first initiation is given the Word for the physical plane.
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to the myriads of cells which correspond to the deva and
human units.
A solar Logos in a still wider sense is the permeating
universal Mind, the manasic principle, plus the buddhic
and the will principle, working in three major schemes,
by means of seven centers of force, and through the
myriads of groups which are the cells in His body, in
the same way as human beings are the cells in the body
of a Heavenly Man.
The cosmic Logos of our system works similarly
through three major systems (of which ours is not one),
utilizing seven solar systems (of which ours is one), for
the distribution of His force and having myriads of
sevenfold groups as the cells of His body.
b. Will and ordered purpose. Thus all that we can
really predicate anent the origin of manas is that it is
the unified will-activity, or the purposeful expression of
the realized Identity of some great Self which colors the
life and swings into intelligent cooperation all the lesser
units included in its sphere of influence. Each of us, in
illustration, is the thinking purposeful Entity who acts as
the manasic principle and the spring of action to all
the units included in our three bodies. Each of us sways
them to our will; we act, and by acting, force cooperation as we see fit. The Logos does the same on a larger
scale. In this thought lies light on the question of karma,
of free-will and of responsibility. Manas is, really WILL
working itself out on the physical plane, and the truth
of this will be seen when it is realized that all our planes
form the cosmic physical plane, whereon an Entity, inconceivably greater than our Logos is working out a set
purpose through the Logos, through us, through all Spiritsubstance that is included within His sphere of radiatory
activity.
Certain problems of real interest are prone to enter our
minds, but they serve only to develop abstract thought
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festation, equally involving lesser forms of objectivity, and
holding them likewise unified by the power of its own life.
A planetary scheme, or subdivision of that solar system.
This likewise persists as a unit by itself, yet has no existence
apart from other units.
Groups or unified bodies within the scheme. These are
again individualized yet at the same time are a part of the
greater whole.
Congeries or aggregations of cells, the subdivisions of
groups. These must be similarly interpreted.
The cells, or the individualized units, within the groups.
Each of these is a conscious entity, yet each has no existence apart from its groups.

Each of these divisions is characterized by:
An ensouling life, which--as far as we are concerned,
emanates from the ONE ABOUT WHOM NAUGHT MAY BE
SAID, Who ensouls the seven solar systems, down through
the Lord of a solar system, through the cosmic Entities
we call the Heavenly Men, and the solar Entities ensouling groups and through that peculiar central manifestation we call a human being to the little cell within the
body of that human being, and the atom which is the
basic material whereof all forms in all the kingdoms of
nature are made.
Intelligent activity, or the display of purpose or manas,
the fifth principle in every type of manifestation. This,
as earlier pointed out, is the intelligent plan of the Entity concerned working out in time and space.
Power to evolve or progress. This is literally the distinctive ability of the ensouling life within the form to
progress intelligently from lower to higher forms of
manifestation. This is above all the peculiar and perfected attribute of the fifth principle.
Capacity to cohere. This is the ability of all intelligent, active Lives during evolution to conform to the
Law of Attraction and Repulsion, and thus form a conscious, intelligent part of a greater life. It is literally
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therefore comes more under what we call the second
aspect, yet self consciousness itself is the result of the
manasic principle and the close cooperation between
these two factors of mind and love-wisdom, or the two
laws of Attraction and Synthesis, must ever be carefully
remembered.
Limitation. This is a prime factor to be borne in
mind in considering a cosmos, a system, a scheme, a
chain, or any form of limiting sphere down through them
all to the physical atom of the scientist. It presupposes:
a. Capacity beyond that manifested.
b. Duality, or that which is limited and the limiting substance.
c. Purpose, for in an ordered scheme of existence, the
limitation persists just as long as it is required
in order to attain certain ends. It is succeeded
by "abstraction" occultly understood, and in its
literal sense.
When these three factors:
Position,
Relation,
Limitation,
are studied within the system, the close connection of
all the groups within the whole will be evidenced, and
the need of each part for all other parts will be brought out.
As regards cosmic position, relation and limitation,
little can be said, as e'en to the Heavenly Men Themselves the matter is obscure. That this is necessarily
so must be apparent when Their place in the scheme of
things is realized and Their relative unimportance is
considered. Therefore, we can do no more than accept
the fact of the inconceivable magnitude of that EXISTENCE which is manifesting through seven solar systems, and the extension of this concept of Being to
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as the seven centers in a human being are the focal points
for the influence of a corresponding heavenly Prototype.
Our Heavenly Man, therefore, is esoterically allied to
one of the seven solar systems, and in this mysterious
alliance is hidden the mystery of the moon chain.
Certain brief hints may be given for the due consideration of students:
The Moon chain was a chain wherein a systemic failure was to be seen.
It is connected with the lower principles, which H.P.B
has stated are now superseded.
The sexual misery of this planet finds its origin in
the moon failure.
The progress of evolution on the moon was abruptly
disturbed and arrested by the timely interference
of the solar Logos. The secret of the suffering in
the Earth chain, which makes it merit the name
of the Sphere of Suffering, and the mystery of
the long and painful watch kept by the SILENT
WATCHER,48 has its origin in the events which brought
the moon chain to a terrific culmination. Conditions of agony and of distress such as are found
on our planet are found in no such degree in any
other scheme.
48
". . it is He, again, who holds spiritual sway over the initiated Adepts
throughout the whole world. He is, as said, the "Nameless one" who has
so many names, and yet whose names and whose very nature are unknown.
He is the 'Initiator,' called the 'Great Sacrifice.' For, sitting at the
Threshold of Light, he looks into it from within the Circle of Darkness,
which he will not cross; nor will he quit his post till the last Day of this
Life-Cycle. Why does the Solitary Watcher remain at his self-chosen post?
Why does he sit by the Fountain of Primeval Wisdom, of which he drinks
no longer, for he has naught to learn which he does not know--aye, neither
on this Earth, nor in its Heaven? Because the lonely, sore-footed Pilgrims,
on their journey back to their Home, are never sure, to the last moment, of
not losing their way, in this limitless desert of Illusion and Matter called
Earth-Life. Because he would fain show the way to that region of freedom and light,.from which he is a voluntary exile himself, to every prisoner
who has succeeded in liberating himself from the bonds of flesh and illusion. Because, in short, he has sacrificed himself for the sake of Mankind,
though but a few elect may profit by the Great Sacrifice."--S. D., I, 229.
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has the long limb formed of the seven colors of the solar
spectrum, and the transverse limb is composed of twelve
gradations of colors as yet unknown to man. In the
center of the Cross is to be seen a five-pointed star in a
deep indigo shade, and behind it is a blazing sun of a warm
dark blue. Above the whole are certain Sensa characters,
depicted in gold, and conveying to the initiated adept the
name of one or other of the planetary Schools in which
this particular line of study is undertaken. There are, as
has been already said, seven such schools and candidates
for this Path from our planetary scheme are transferred
to the inner round and from thence to the Jupiter scheme.
The quality gained is cosmic etheric vision, the extent
of the vision developed being within the seven systems
which form (along with our solar system) the seven
centers in the cosmic Life with whom our solar Logos
is allied. This is sometimes called septenary cosmic
clairvoyance.
One more fact of interest might here be added. This
Path is sometimes called the "Lotus Path," as it concerns
itself with the construction of the logoic Lotuses of solar
Logoi. The schools which prepare for this work are called
in the mystic parlance of the adepts the "lotus lands."
The curriculum is termed at times the "Lotus sleep," as
it involves a condition of complete negation where the
form side of manifestation is concerned and an entire
abstraction, thus producing a type of solar samadhi.
Whilst this is being undergone the adept functions in a
form or vehicle which is a correspondence upon the plane
of atma to the mayavirupa on the plane of mind.
PATH III. THE PATH OF TRAINING FOR PLANETARY LOGOI
Attributes................cosmic vision, deva hearing and psychic
correlation.
Source......................Betelgeuse, via the sign Sagittarius.
Hierarchy.................the fifth.
Method....................prismatic identification.
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parlance), and before the thought-form brings about the
desired results on the physical plane there comes too a
similar reaction; the waters of desire become so potent
as to cause precipitation, and the consequent appearance
of the desired form of expression.
Let us take the facts and analogies as they stand and
study them from the standpoint both of the macrocosm
and the microcosm.
We note that the form absorbs and uses the substance
wherein it is immersed. Our solar system is one of
many, and not the greatest. It constitutes a fragment
of a greater whole. This greater whole, formed of
seven parts (or seven solar systems), is itself immersed
in the waters of space, is born of desire and therefore,
a child of necessity. It draws its life from its surroundings. Streaming into our solar system from all sides are
force currents, emanating from what A Treatise on
Cosmic Fire calls the "One about Whom naught may be
said". These currents embody His will and desire, express His love or attractive capacity, and manifest as
that great thought-form we call our system.
In parentheses, it is well to note that this Existence is
termed "the One about Whom naught may be said", not
because of secrecy or mystery, but because all formulation of ideas about His life and purpose are impossible
until one has completed the term of evolution in our solar
system. Note, I say, our solar system, not just our
planetary existence. Speculation about the Existence
who, through His life, informs seven solar systems is
wasted energy. On our planet only such great lives as
the Buddha, the Kumaras and the planetary Logos, are
beginning to sense the dynamic impulse of the greater
whole, and even they are only sensitive to it but are, as
yet, utterly unable to conceive of its trend, for it lies
beyond mind and love and will. It brings into play fac-
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tors for which we have no terms and tendencies which
are as yet not even remotely visioned on our planet.
We have generated a term we call the ether. Occultly
speaking, this is the modern way of expressing "the
waters of space", which are the waters of desire, in
which we are immersed. It is in constant ebb and flux,
and is the stream of life, constituted of forty-nine types
of energy, which pours through the cosmic egoic lotus,
and (radiating forth from it) feeds with its measure of
sustenance the form--solar, planetary or human--for
which it is responsible. This is dealt with in A Treatise
on Cosmic Fire.
Man is immersed in forces which are to him as the
waters of space are to our solar system. He finds himself, as does our sun and its attendant planets, forming
part of a whole, and just as our system is but one of
seven systems, drawn together to form the body, or manifested expression of a life, so is the human kingdom of
which he is an infinitesimal part, one of seven kingdoms.
These are the correspondences in the life of the planetary Logos to the seven solar systems. When he begins
to sense the life of the solar Logos as it expresses itself
through the seven planetary schemes we will have touched
the consciousness of the planetary Logos of our special
scheme, who is sensing somewhat the united vibrations of
the lives of the seven solar Logoi.
Bringing the analogy down closer still, the human kingdom itself is an analogous state of consciousness to the
human unit through its subjective force existence, and
from the standpoint of consciousness provides "the
waters of space" in which a human being thrives and
grows. Again, we are met in the fourth kingdom with
expressions of the same seven forces and as man awakens to a recognition of the seven rays or types, and begins to work consciously with them, he is taking the first
step towards transcending them and controlling them
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away in the great round of the heavens from where it is
stated to be, as far as the greater zodiac is concerned.
This is, of course, from the standpoint of time. As the
sweep of the sun through a constellation covers a period
of approximately two thousand two hundred years,
the shift in the course of the centuries is very slight,-so slight that little difference would be noted in the
casting of the planetary horoscope. In the casting of
the horoscope of a solar system it would be of vital
importance, but this is so far beyond the capacity of the
wisest astrologer on our planet that discussion is immaterial.
In casting the horoscope of a human being who is born
in a particular month, however, it should be borne in
mind (which it seldom is) that now the month and the
sign do not coincide at all. The sun is really not in Leo,
for instance, during the month of August. The correct
interpretation therefore of a chart is largely psychometrical and dependent upon the thought-form of the
constellation which has been built up for ages by the
astrologers. Energy follows thought. For thousands of
years certain types of energy and their consequent qualifying effects on substance and form have been considered
to be thus and so. Therefore, thus they are, except in
the case of the highly evolved, of the true aspirant who
has oriented himself, and is thus escaping from the wheel
of existence and beginning to govern his stars, and so is
no longer under their rule and domination.
Astrology now deals primarily with the personality
for whom the horoscope may be cast and with the events
of the personality life. When, through meditation and
service, plus the discipline of the lunar bodies, a man
comes consciously and definitely under his soul ray, then
he comes as definitely under the influence of one or
other of the seven solar systems, as they focus their
energy through one or other of the constellations and
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As to the significance of the word "life" our task is wellnigh
insuperable, for no human being has or can have any comprehension of the nature of life until he has attained the third
initiation. I repeat this with emphasis and in order to impress
upon you the futility of idle speculation upon this subject.
Disciples who have undergone the third initiation and have
climbed the mount of Transfiguration can-from that high
point-glimpse the radiance of the subjective center of energy
(the central spiritual sun of The Secret Doctrine) and so gain
a flash of realization as to the meaning of the word "life." But
they cannot, and they dare not, pass on the knowledge gained.
Their efforts to convey such information would be futile, and
language itself would be inadequate to the task. Life is not
what anyone has hitherto surmized. Energy (in contradistinction to force, and using the word to express the emanating
center which differentiates into forces) is not what idle speculation has portrayed it to be. Life is the synthesis of all
activity-an activity which is a blend of many energies, for life
is the sum total of the energies of the seven solar systems, of
which our solar system is but one. These, in their totality, are
the expression of the activity of that Being Who is designated
in our hierarchical archives as the "One About Whom Naught
May Be Said." This seven-fold cosmic energy; the fused and
blended energies of seven solar systems, including ours, sweeps
automatically through each of the seven carrying the qualities of
1. Impulse towards activity.
2. Active impulse towards organization.
3. Active organized impulse towards a definite purpose.

I have worded these impulses as above in order to show the
emergent tendency through their mutual interplay. This triple
energetic impulse, borne on the impetus of the seven great
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breaths or rays, started the world process of Becoming, and
manifested as the urge towards evolution,-towards an evolution which is active, organized, and which works undeviatingly and unerringly towards a specific goal. This goal is
known in its fullest measure only to that incomprehensible
Existence Who works through seven solar systems (in their
turn the expression of seven great Lives) just as our solar
Deity works through the seven planetary Logoi. All this has
been hinted at and outlined in A Treatise on Cosmic Fire,
and I do not purpose enlarging upon it here. I would point out,
however, because it has a definite bearing on the evolution of
quality in the human family, that the seven creative Builders
or planetary Logoi of our solar system are embodiments of
the will, energy, and magnetic force which streams through
Them from the seven solar systems into Their various spheres
of activity. Thus, through Their united activity, the organized
solar system is produced whose energies are in constant circulation and whose emerging qualities are balanced and demonstrated throughout the entire system. All parts of the solar
system are interdependent; all the forces and energies are in
constant flux and mutation; all of them sweep in great pulsations, and through a form of rhythmic breathing, around the
entire solar atom; so that the qualities of every solar life, pouring through the seven ray forms, permeate every form within
the solar ring-pass-not, and thus link every form with every
other form. Note therefore the fact that each of the seven rays
or creative Builders embodies the energy, will, love and purpose of the Lord of the solar system, as that Lord in His turn
embodies an aspect of the energy, will, love and purpose of the
"One About Whom Naught May Be Said." Therefore the
first proposition to be grasped by the student of the rays is as
follows:
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I. Every ray Life is an expression of a solar Life, and every
planet is consequently...
1. Linked with every other planetary life in the solar
system.
2. Animated by energy emanating from one or other of
the seven solar systems.
3. Actuated by a triple stream of life forces coming from:
a. Solar systems outside our own.
b. Our own solar system.
c. Its own planetary Being.

It is impossible for the average thinker to grasp the significance of this statement, but he can understand somewhat the
statement that every planet is a focal point through which
forces and energies circulate and flow ceaselessly, and that these
energies emanate from the outer cosmos or universe itself, from
the solar system of which his own planet is apart, and of which
our sun is the center and from that Being Who constitutes
our own particular planetary Lord or Life.
I should like at this point to make clear the distinction between a constellation and a solar system, according to the
esoteric teaching, even though the modern scientist may not
agree.
A solar system consists of a sun as the central focal point,
with its series of attendant planets which are held in magnetic
rapport in their orbits around that sun.
A constellation consists of two or more solar systems or
series of suns with their attendant planets. These systems are
held together as a coherent whole by the powerful interrelation of the suns, whose magnetic rapport is so balanced that
occultly "they tread the Path together within the radius of
each other's power;" they preserve their relative distances, and
vitalize their planets but at the same time they preserve an
equality of balance and of influence. In a few rare cases this
balance is disturbed, and there is a waxing or a waning of influence and of magnetic power.
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of Transfiguration. From that eminence the disciple can gain
the vision which will enable him to see the whole world scheme
in a moment of time, and to share with Arjuna the experience
of the Gita wherein he "saw all forms gathered together in
the body of that God of Gods." He can then descend from
that mountain with his personality transfigured and radiant.
Why? Because he now knows that spirit is a fact and the basis
of immortality; he knows, past all controversy, that there is a
Plan, and that the love of God is the basic law of all manifestation and the origin of all evolutionary momentum; and he can
rest back upon the knowledge that the fact of spirit, the immediacy of love and the synthetic scope of the Plan provide a
foundation upon which he can place his feet, take his stand
with assurance, and then go forward in certain confidence
of an assured goal.
Our second statement of fact is therefore:
II. Each one of the rays is the recipient and custodian of
energies coming from
1. The seven solar systems.
2. The twelve constellations.
Each ray passes these energies through its body of manifestation (a planet), and thereby imparts them to the
planetary form, and to all forms upon and within it.
These differentiated forms are therefore animated by
energy coming from the cosmic Life, from the solar
Deity, and from the planetary Life, and are consequently colored by qualities from the seven solar systems and the twelve constellations. This blend of energies working on substance, produces the forms, and
each subjective form, in its turn, produces the outer
appearance.

It is not possible for us to study these forces and qualities
in detail, especially in connection with an individual human
being, for the scale is so minute, relatively, and the detail to
be considered is so intricate. But the nature of the qualities
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and energies can be somewhat grasped as we study the seven
ray Lives with their seven psychological types, and the twelve
creative Hierarchies, as outlined for us in The Secret Doctrine.
The 7+12=19, and if you add to these 19 expressions of
the Life the 3 major aspects of Deity, which we call the life
of God the Father, the love of God the Son, and the active
intelligence of God the Holy Ghost, you arrive at the mystic
number 22, which is called (in esotericism) the number of the
adept. This simply means that the adept is one who comprehends the nature of the 19 forces as they express themselves
through the medium of the triple divine manifestation, as it in
its turn relates itself to human consciousness. It does not
mean that the adept has mastered and can wield these 19
types of energy. They are consciously wielded only by the
three synthetic Builders or Creators, Who are:
1. The Life which expresses Itself through seven solar systems.
The One About Whom Naught May Be Said.
2. The Life which expresses Itself through seven planets.
The Solar Deity......God.
3. The Life which expresses Itself through seven planetary
centers, or continents.
The Planetary Logos......The Ancient of Days.

What the adept has done has been to bring his seven centers
of force, located in the etheric body, into a responsive condition to the higher spiritual forces; as he progresses he will find
that he will gradually and sequentially become equally responsive to the above three types of synthetic force.
On the path of discipleship, and until the third initiation,
he learns to respond to the energy and to the spiritual purpose
of the Life of his own planet. At the first and second initiations, and until the third initiation, he has been led on and
initiated by the influence of the Christ, and under His direction he has submitted to two expansions of consciousness and
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number of ways. They simply indicate the four major goals
which the Workers with the Plan have set Themselves. Let
us state them succinctly, and later we can somewhat elaborate
them:-1. The first aim and the primary aim is to establish, through
the medium of humanity, an outpost of the Consciousness of God in the solar system. This is a correspondence, macrocosmically understood, of the relationship
existing between a Master and His group of disciples.
This, if pondered on, may serve as a clue to the significance of our planetary work.
2. To found upon earth (as has already been indicated) a
powerhouse of such potency and a focal point of such
energy that humanity--as a whole--can be a factor in
the solar system, bringing about changes and events of
a unique nature in the planetary life and lives (and
therefore in the system itself) and inducing an interstellar activity.
3. To develop a station of light, through the medium of the
fourth kingdom in nature, which will serve not only
the planet, and not only our particular solar system, but
the seven systems of which ours is one. This question of
light, bound up as it is with the colors of the seven
rays, is as yet an embryo science, and it would be useless
for us to enlarge upon it here.
4. To set up a magnetic center in the universe, in which the
human kingdom and the kingdom of souls will, united
or at-oned, be the point of most intense power, and which
will serve the developed Lives within the radius of the
radiance of the One About Whom Naught May Be
Said.
In these four statements we have sought to express the wider
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reveal the fourth great fundamental of the Ageless Wisdom
of which three are already given in the proem of The
Secret Doctrine.
Space is an entity and the entire "vault of heaven" (as
it has been poetically called) is the phenomenal appearance
of that entity. You will note that I did not say the material
appearance, but the phenomenal appearance. Speculation
about the nature, the history and identity of that entity is
useless and of no value. Some dim idea, providing analogy
even when eluding specifications, might be gained if you
will endeavor to think of the human family, the fourth
kingdom in nature, as an entity, as constituting a single unit,
expressing itself through the many diversified forms of man.
You, as an individual, are an integral part of humanity,
yet you lead your own life, you react to your own impressions, you respond to exterior influences and impacts, and
in your turn you emanate influences send forth some form
of character radiation and express some quality or qualities. You thereby, and in some measure, affect your environment and those whom you contact. Yet all the while you
remain part of a phenomenal entity to which we give the
name of humanity. Now extend this idea to a greater phenomenal entity, the solar system. This entity is itself an
integral part of a still greater life which is expressing Itself
through seven solar systems, of which ours is one. If you
can grasp this idea, a vague picture of a great underlying
esoteric truth will emerge into your consciousness. It is the
life and the influence, the radiations and emanations of this
entity, and their united effect on our planetary life, the kingdoms in nature and the unfolding human civilizations, which
we shall have briefly to consider.
The subject is so vast that I have been faced with the
problem of the best method whereby to handle it. I de-
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cided on brevity, the concise statement of facts (facts to
those of us who are working on the inner side of life, but
which must rightly be only hypotheses to you) and the
avoidance of detail and of detailed discussion. We will endeavor to work from the universal to the particular and
from the general to the specific, but our emphasis will always be on the universal and the general, and not upon the
particular and specific. It will rest with those of you who
are students of astrology to make due application of the
truth to the specific. It is definitely in this connection that
modern astrology has gone astray. It has reversed the true
and right procedure and has laid the emphasis upon the
specific and particular, upon the personal horoscope and
the individual destiny, and has not laid the emphasis upon
the great energies and their Source. These sources are ultimately responsible for the manifestation of the specific.
This position and presentation of truth must be altered.
In esoteric astrology we are, therefore, dealing with
the Life and Lives which inform the "points of light" within the universal Life. Constellations, solar systems, planets,
kingdoms in nature and microscopic man are all of them
the result of the activity and the manifestation of energy
of certain Lives whose cycle of expression and whose infinite
purposes lie outside the comprehension of the most advanced
and illumined minds on our planet.
The next point for each of you to grasp is the fact that
the ether of space is the field in and through which the
energies from the many originating Sources play. We are,
therefore, concerned with the etheric body of the planet, of
the solar system, and of the seven solar systems of which
our system is one, as well as with the general and vaster
etheric body of the universe in which we are located. I employ the word "located" here with deliberation and because
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body of the solar system. This is related to the etheric
bodies of the six solar systems which, with ours, form a
cosmic unity and into these pour energies and forces from
certain great constellations. The field of space is etheric in
nature and its vital body is composed of the totality of
etheric bodies of all constellations, solar systems and planets
which are found therein. Throughout this cosmic golden
web there is a constant circulation of energies and forces
and this constitutes the scientific basis of the astrological
theories. Just as the forces of the planet and of the inner
spiritual man (to mention only one factor among many)
pour through the etheric body of the individual man upon
the physical plane, and condition his outer expression, activities, and qualities, so do the varying forces of the universe
pour through every part of the etheric body of that entity we
call space and condition and determine the outer expression, the activities and qualities of every form found within
the cosmic periphery.
The second point I would make is that within the human
etheric body there are to be found seven major force centers which are in the nature of distributing agencies and
electrical batteries, providing dynamic force and qualitative
energy to the man; they produce definite effects upon his
outer physical manifestation. Through their constant activity his quality appears, his ray tendencies begin to emerge
and his point in evolution is clearly indicated.
This "control of form through a septenate of energies"
(as it is defined in the Old Commentary) is an unalterable
rule in the inner government of our universe and of our
particular solar system, as well as in the case of individual
man. There are, for instance, in our solar system, seven
sacred planets which correspond to the seven individual
force centers in man, the seven solar systems, of which
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energy of any particular constellation and--transmuted and
"occultly refined"--eventually find their way into our solar
system.
I would like to call attention, at this point, to some comments I made in A Treatise on Cosmic Fire which are apposite and helpful. I am somewhat paraphrasing:
"Astrology is concerned with the effect produced
in the substance of the sheaths by the influences, vibrations, etc., of the various planets. These are, esoterically, the influences of the solar centers. The
forces, emanating from the solar centers, play upon
the planetary centers. . . . This is hidden in the
karma of the Heavenly Man. When true esoteric
astrology comes into being, more anent this will be
given. Astrological students are today only learning
the ABC of this stupendous subject and are occupied with the exoteric fringes of that great veil
which has been thrown wisely over planetary lore."
(A Treatise on Cosmic Fire, p. 1051)
The following is a list--incomplete but adequate for our
purposes--of the major influences which find their way
from far distant Sources into our planetary life and produce
definite effects upon individual man and humanity as a whole.
1. The constellation of the Great Bear.
I. 2. The Seven Sisters of the Pleiades.
3. Sirius, the Dog Star.
1. The seven solar systems of which ours is one.
II. 2. The seven sacred planets of which ours is not one.
3. The five non-sacred planets or "hidden" planets.

26

A Treatise on the Seven Rays

2. The seven rays and the twelve Creative Hierarchies.
3. The seven rays and the planets as they govern the twelve
houses of expression.
As we ponder and think and as we correlate the various
aspects of the teaching, we shall find three propositions
emerging which govern the inflow of life to the planet and
to the individual man. These have been laid down earlier in
A Treatise on the Seven Rays but it might profit us to state
them here:
Proposition One--Every ray life is an expression of a
solar life and every planet is therefore:
1. Linked with every other planetary life.
2. Animated by energy pouring into it from the
seven solar systems, of which ours is one.
3. Actuated by three streams of force:
a. Coming from solar systems other than our own.
b. Our own solar system.
c. Our own planetary life.
Proposition Two--Each one of the ray lives is the recipient
and the custodian of energies coming from
1. The seven solar systems.
2. The twelve constellations.
Proposition Three--It is the quality of a ray life-manifesting in time and space--which determines the
phenomenal appearance.
Before we penetrate further into the consideration of our
theme, I would like to emphasize two points:
First of all that we are considering esoteric influences
and not astrology, per se. Our subject is the seven rays and
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personality, the third divine aspect. They thus exemplify the will-to-know.

I would have you remember that I am talking entirely
in terms of consciousness and of the responses and reactions
of the individual to the forces which impinge upon him. The
effect of the emanation of our planet, the Earth, is a correspondence to the effect of that aggregate of atoms and molecules which we call the dense physical body and of its
response to the pull and the attraction of any or all of the
subtler bodies.
As regards the influence of the seven solar systems, I
should suggest (more I cannot do) that they are linked up
astrologically with the constellations, the Great Bear, the
Pleiades, and Sirius. They are intimately related to them,
but their exact effect is a transmitted one and cannot be noted
as producing noticeable results, as yet, upon humanity and
the other kingdoms in nature. The effect of the three great
constellations also cannot be noted by individual man until
such time as he becomes conscious of the monadic vibration,
after the third initiation. There are many potent influences
playing upon our solar system and the planet all the time
but--as far as man is concerned--his response apparatus
and his mechanism of reaction remain what is called "occultly unresponsive," for they are not yet of a quality which
will permit any noticeable recognition, either in the dense or
subtler vehicles or even by the soul. Later in the evolutionary process, recognition and response will come, but for all
astrological purposes and recognizable produced effects,
they may be regarded today as non-existent except as they
react upon the fourth kingdom of nature as it constitutes a
living unit in the body of the planetary Logos. As little
conscious effect is produced by these forces as the effect of a
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Unconscious reaction will of course exist, but it will be on a
general or mass scale, and much of it pours through to us
from these distant constellations, via the fifth Creative Hierarchy. This Hierarchy, being on the verge of liberation, is
to be found on the intellectual level of consciousness and
can, therefore, be used as a focal point and a transmitter
of the higher energies to our solar system and to the planet.
If you make a careful study of the chart of the twelve
Creative Hierarehies, page 34, you will note that this Hierarchy is influencing, and is influenced by, the seventh Ray of
Magical Order and of Ceremonial Organisation. The basic
function of this ray is to relate spirit and matter and produce
the manifested form. The sign of the zodiac with which it
is closely connected is that of Cancer, the Crab, which is a
mass sign and one of the "gates" into manifested life.
The following information anent the Hierarchies may
prove useful. It has been gathered from various sources.
I might here remind you that the seven planes of our
solar system areq the seven subplanes of the cosmic physical
plane. The four Creative Hierarchies which have aehieved
liberation are now to be found focussed upon the cosmic
astral plane; hence their potency even when out of manifestation. The fifth Creative Hierarchy exists on the highest
etheric level and will join the other four Hierarchies when
the sixth Creative Hierarchy has measured up to cosmic
opportunity and is itself nearing liberation. The following
is a tabulation showing some of the astrological relationships in connection with
1. The constellation of the Great Bear.
2. The Pleiades or the Seven Sisters.
3. Sirius.
4. The seven solar systems.
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after a period of re-creation, he passes out into incarnation
in Pisces and begins again the great round of manifested
life, for Pisces is the ocean wherein he is "the fish," controlled by the laws of substance or material existence. In
the second great stage, he passes from Aries to Taurus,
because desire has at last been transmuted into aspiration.
After proving his steadfastness to the ideal of the spiritual
life in the intervening signs, he passes again into Pisces,
from the opposite direction to his usual procedure, having
earned the right to mount the Cardinal Cross of the
Heavens, the power to take a final planetary initiation and
the privilege of passing on to one of the seven paths to
which I have made reference in my other books; these
eventually give him "the freedom of the seven solar systems," as it is called in contradistinction to "the freedom
of the seven planetary spheres," which the experience of
initiation has guaranteed him, after a process of intensive
training in one or other of the planetary schools (according
to his ray type) and the path of service chosen.
You will see, therefore, the significance of the two keywords of the sign Aries:
1. "And the Word said. Let form again be sought"
The Man
2. "l come forth and from the plane of mind, I rule"
The Initiate
Experience leads to rulership and in this sign the man who
is embodied first ray force develops the power of organization, of control over force, particularly over the energy of
death, over the power of destruction applied with love, of
dominance over multitudes, of cooperation with the plan
and the practice of the Will in rightly and correctly guiding and directing planetary affairs.
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compare the symbolism and the underlying truth connected
with the lesser and the greater zodiacs and with their twelve
month and their 25,000 year cycles. They bear out much
that I have given you anent the soul, influenced by the
esoteric planets eventually, and the personality, influenced
by the orthodox planets. The greater zodiac is symbolic
of the soul and the lesser of the personality. In the personality cycle, the lesser zodiac conditions the personality
career and the twelve planetary houses are of dominant
importance. Later the influence of the twelve signs supersedes the influence of the planets.
I would like also to emphasize--perhaps unnecessarily
--that Sirius, the Great Bear and the Pleiades work through
the medium of the twelve constellations, pouring their influences through nine of them in particular, but that these
major constellations are not part of the zodiac with
which we are concerned. They, with the seven solar systems
of which ours is one, are the ten constellations connected
with a still greater zodiac which is not conditioned by the
numerical significance of the number twelve. Hence ten is
regarded as the number of perfection. There is confusion
in the minds of some of the less learned students (astrologically considered) on this point.
It is rather difficult for you also to grasp that the
involutionary process for all the kingdoms of nature is
related to the passage of the soul (this time the anima
mundi or world soul) from Aries to Pisces, via Taurus and
not vice versa. The anima mundi on the involutionary arc
proceeds this way and not as the personality proceeds. The
anima mundi passes to Pisces at the close of every great
cycle and not to Taurus. It emerges into outer manifestation in Cancer, the sign of mass or group life, of mass or
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knows, through transcended feeling and from identification with the seen Vision, the true meaning of being.
This threefold process can also be covered by the three
words: Sensitivity, Illumination and Inspiration.
Another group of energies can be touched upon though
any true elucidation is not possible. They concern the focused energies of the seven solar systems of which ours is
one. These energies (six in number) reach our solar system,
via the constellations Taurus and Scorpio and the planet
Mars.

Their peculiar nature, objective in evolution and basic
purpose is only revealed to initiates above the fifth initiation. They are concerned with the problem of desire
(which is to humanity a problem but not in its higher
octaves) and with its transmutation into spiritual will
and divine purpose. They are the originators of conflict, are closely connected with the fourth Ray of Harmony through Conflict and are, therefore, in a peculiar
relation to the fourth Creative Hierarchy, the human, and
to our Earth in this fourth round.
In these eight constellations are to be found the influences which are mainly concerned with the evolution of the
soul--in the solar system, in the planet Earth and in man.
They are the "eight potencies of the Christ"; they govern
the psychic unfoldment of the life in all forms. They are
of the utmost significance to the aspirant.
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subject, indicating the significance of this Cardinal
Cross as a consummating influence and revealing
that which lies ahead of those who attain hierarchical standing:
"All beauty, all goodness, all that makes for
the eradication of sorrow and ignorance upon the
Earth must be devoted to the Great Consummation. Then when the Lords of Compassion shall
have spiritually civilized the Earth and made of
it a Heaven, there shall be revealed to the Pilgrims the Endless Path which reaches to the
Heart of the Universe. Man, then no longer
man, will transcend nature and impersonally, yet
consciously, in at-one-ment with all Enlightened
Ones, help to fulfill the Law of the Higher Evolution, of which Nirvana is but the beginning."
(Tibetan Yoga and Secret Doctrines. Page 12.)
c. It is the Cross of the "widespread arms, the open
heart and the higher mind," for those who lie
upon this Cross know and enjoy the significances
underlying the words: Omnipresence and Omniscience, and are in process of unfolding the higher
phases of Being which we inadequately cover by
the word, Omnipotence.
d. The energies of the Cardinal Cross blend with
the energies to which we can give no greater name
than cosmic energy even though that word is
meaningless. They carry the quality of the One
about Whom Naught may be Said and are "tinctured with the Light of the seven solar systems"
of which our solar system is one.
e. The scope and cycle of its influence in the life of
the initiate is utterly unknown even to our plane-
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triplicity of constellations has a peculiar relation to
that Great Being to Whom I have at times referred
as the One About Whom Naught Can Be Said. All
that can be hinted at is that these three galaxies of stars
are the three aspects of that Indescribable, Absolute
Monad, the Ineffable Cause of the seven solar systems-of which ours is one.
2. The twelve constellations of the zodiac, each with its
own inter-relations, peculiar to its own integral Life,
form--each of them--part of a triangle of energies.
Each of these triangles is a unit in itself but in conjunction with the other triangles forms part of that major
quaternary which is the cosmic analogy of the quaternary of the One Life--soul and the dual psychic nature,
called in some of the esoteric books kama-manas, plus
the vital nature. These four are the expression of the
One Ineffable Cause.
3. Our solar system (of supreme unimportance) is yet a
part of the sevenfold appearance of that same Essential
Cause. As you know, from a study of The Secret Doctrine, our solar system is a tiny reflection or replica of
the 1, the 3, the 7, the 12. Because of that innate,
inherent correspondence, it has within itself the capacity
to respond to the energies emanating from this fountainhead of light and will. More than this I may not
say, because the entire theme is too vast for human
thinking, with its limitations of consciousness and its
inadequacy of language. But even a dim perception of
that vast aggregation of intelligent Forces and this
immense concatenation of stupendous divine "Intentions" will serve to bring into clearer light the realization that our solar system (and consequently our planet)
is a part of this vast whole kept alive by its "grace,"

